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can be gratified with complete 
Catalogues and ee of all the parti- 
culars depoſited i in the BRrrisn MuszuM, 
a previous general and regular account of 
what is. moſt important, and an explication 
of the artificial terms, or titles, will, in the 
mean while, be of very great uſe to the j ju- 
dicious and curious, giving a general notion 


nature of things. It will likewiſe ſerve as a 
director in viewing the collections; as a me- 
morandum to recollect it afterwards; and it 
will give great inſtruction to thoſe that have 
not the opportunity of ſeeing it. 


All the collections, whereof the Sloanian 


is the largeſt, are alt in three depart- 
ments. 12 4 


enn, Medals, and Coins, depoſited | in fix 
A 2 rooms, 


by there is .ng appearance that, chin 
theſe two or three years, the public 


of the whole, and a better inſight into the 


The firſt 8 contains, Manu- 


—_ 


H In the ſecond department, are depoſited 
—_  - the natural and artificial Productions, in fix 
| other rooms, on the weſt ſide of the houſe. 


* The third department, - corttifhe thi the 
= printed Books, Maps; Globes, Davis, &c. 
3 Ee twelve rooms, on the firſt ſtory. 1 N 


5 SCA FEFP $ 
$ - © * 7 
LIM 5 f * 2 0 ' | +> $4 * 


3 level with the garden, are either deſigned 
—_ for the convenience of ſuch as come to peruſe. 
= or ſtudy the Books, or are filled with many 
= ns thouſand duplicates, and other thin 88, which 
= here is not room for above ane.” | 


* 
© 0 > F - 


* 
£ . 


=. Having premiſed this account of the ge- 
= neral diſpoſition, we now proceed to the par- 
== ticulars: but, as the Books cannot be in- 
= ſßected except by thoſe who have the liberty 


1 „ many of them, it will not be neceſſary t to 
=—_ mention more than what are found moſt 


3 worthy of notice. PBT br, 
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The rooms on the nd gate on a 


1 to peruſe them in the ſtudy, and the tranſient 
= view does not permit to take particular notice 
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"A THE 

BRITISH MUSEUM. 
Entering the Ho us k. 

| ".- In he. HALL, 


R E three large buſtos, ſeemingly 
| deſigned to expreſs Chearfulneſs and 
' Abundance. ß 15 


: 3 Two other (ſmaller) Apollo and Venus. 


Seven (Baſanos, Baſaltes) very hard mar- 


dle or touchſtones, of a hexangular figure, 1 
* brought from the Giants Cauſeway, an 
amazing production of nature, about eight 
> Engliſh miles north-eaſt from Coleraine, in 
Z} * the county of Antrim in Ireland, where fach 
9 ſtones naturally grow in an aſſemblage of 
f i 3 max 


[6] 


many thouſand angular pillars, made up 


and; laiq one over the other, and * a 
tiguqus but not eqherent. 9 


A large cubic iece of Lava; a pumice, 


like a ſtone, found on the Sides of mount 


Veſuvius, and r er from the effluvia of 


1 


A 8 4 5 of 1 ſtone; it is a 
kind of jaſper; the ground is blackiſh, but 
it is ſet off with green and yellowiſh { ſtreaks. 


The ancients called it Ophites, or Serpentine, 
as being ſpeckled like a ſerpent's ſkin. 


A ſtone from the Via Appia, a farmons 


road, paved with ſquare ſtone, leading from | 


the Capana gate at Rome to Podofand the 
builder 2 it and of the aqueducts was Appius, 
called the Blind, a Roman magiſtrate. 


Several curious pebbles, flints, and 1 two 
Ancient heads. 7 


| Two fragments of- Granite columns; ; a 
fort of marble extremely hard, but incapable 
of taking a thorough poliſh. Thus called as 
being ſprinkled over with little ſtains like 
W198 X and. | 


A great 


171 


A great number and variety of ancient 
epitaphs and inſeriptions in Latin, Greek, and 
— languages. 


5: * che, ſhewing the genealogical 
tree of the Cornaro family in Venice. 


PAINTINGS. 


On the WALLS. 


A repreſentation of Cæſar with his mili- 


tary retinue, and attended by the chiefs of 


"provinces partly ſubdued, and others ou 
their knees ſubmitting 1 to him, 


Sacrifices and feaſts of 8 Copied 
from antient Roman paintin gs or baſſo- 
relievos. 


Proſpects of landſchapes at a diſtance; 
and repreſentations of architecture, with 
ſeveral ornaments. 


The two rivers Nile and Tyber, repre- 


ſented by gigantic figures. 
On 
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An Olympus, or an aſſembly of the 
heatlien gods. Apollo with his rays at top, 
and Phaeton aſking leave to drive his cha- 
riot. The others ſeem in debate upon that 
ſubject 

Time repreſented by Saturn with a ſcythe 
and hour-glaſs: and Eternity in the figur 
5 of a woman holding a ſerpent in the form 
. ᷣͤ 3. now, 


* 
Os „ 
* 
*% 


. * 29 
- 


155 3 pollo accompanying Phaeton to the cha- 


* 


* 


thu nderbolts, attended by Iris. 


hacton drivin g Apollo's chariot, accom- 


anied by ſeveral women repreſenting 8 the 
ours. 
- |  Cybele or the goddeſs of the earth. 
Sir Hans Sloane's buſto on a pedeſtal. 


riot; Diana near them ; and Juno, with the 


. 


(91 
In the FIRST ROOM. 
PAINTINGS. 


On the CisLING. 
Another Council of the Gods. Saturn 


angry, Apollo afflicted, Mars turning from 


them; Neptune, Juno, Diana, Venus, Cu- 


pid, and Mercury, aſide; Minerva and Bac- 


chus by themſelves ; Jupiter caſting his 


thunderbolts at the raſh youth, and Phae- 
ton precipitating from the ſkies. 


. with ſeveral emblematical 
figures. 


The picture of Rouſſeau, the artiſt who 


painted the architecture and landſchapes. 


The flowers and draperies were painted by 
Battiſte; and the hiſtories by la Foſſe. 


CURIOSTIES. 
A Mummy brought from Egypt. 
The Egyptians believed that the ghoſts 


of the deceaſed could not be annihilated, 


B but 


1% 


but were always fluttering round the body; 

therefore they took great care to keep it from 
putrifying. They had undertakers who knew 
the ſecret of drying or embalming, which 
they performed in three different manners. 
They preſented to the relations of the 
deceaſed three various models of the coffin; 
one plain, for ſuch bodies as were only 


ſalted and dried; the ſecond painted with ſe- 


veral colours, for bodies that were to be em- 
balmed with aſphaltus or jews-pitch (as it is 
found ſwimming oh the ſurface of the Lacus 
Aſphalticus or Dead Sea, in Judea), and with 
common drugs; rhe third gilt, for ſuch as 


ſhould be embalmed with odoriferous and 


precious ſpices. 


Some are of opinion that aw boiled the 
viſcerated body in a bituminous or aromatic 


liquid: others ſay that they filled all the 
cavities with compoſitions of the ſame ingre- 
dients, and after having it properly dried, 
they wrapped it up with linen cloth and 
various bandages of the bark Papyrus, add- 
ing round the body, in the arm-pits, and 
ſometimes in the Cavity of the belly, ſmall 


figures of earth, in the ſhape of Iſis or Oſi- 


ris, with impreſſions of  hieroglyphics upon 
1 them, 


them, or r figures of beetles, having the 


laid it in a coffin of ſycamore wood, which 


0 intended for it. 


none but their prieſts could underſtand, all 


broken mummy, which ſhews in what ſtate 
theſe embalmed carcaſes are preſerved. Over 


tioned before; many of which are dug up 
out of the ground where they depoſited the 


1 


ſuperſtitious opinion that they were pro- 
phy lacter1 la, or Pre otectors of the deceaſed. 


The erer being thus prepared, they 


has been found to keep ſound for the ſpace 
of three thouſand years. Its inſide is ex- 


cavated juſt for the reception of the corps 


This coffin, in the oppoſite corner, has 
the figure of Iſis upon its breaſt, the flowers 
of lotus (water-lillies) round the neck, and 


great variety of Egyptian myſteries, hiero- 
glyphics, figures, and characters, which 


over the fore-ſide. Another Ifis, having 
Ibis or a bird's figure upon her head, on 
the back. At the bottom, next to the mum- 
my's feet, is a ſkull and ſeveral bones of a 


its head is a row of ſuch ſmall idols as men- 


mummies, on the eaſt Ws of the Nile, near 
Cairo, 


f "IM ." Aa 


E 


An Urn, containing an Ibis, a hawk, or 


black ſtork, which they honoured, for its de- 


ſtroying the vermin produced by the yearly 
overflowing of the Nile, and depoſited it in 
an urn, with a cover cemented on it. This 


urn was laid in a wooden caſe, next to the 


coffins of the deceaſed. The urn's caſe is in the 


oppoſite corner, over the coffin, and next by 


are the models of the mummies, which were 


likewiſe placed by the coffin, one at the head, 


and the other, a ſmaller one, at the feet. 
A draught of the Coffin is over the Re- 
Kaen 


B RON Z Ess. 
AGYPTIAN IDoLs. 


Oſiris. The figure of a man, the body in 
the ſhape of a mummy. It has a large three- 
cornered cap on its head; a whip in its right 
hand, and a lituus in the left. 


13 


in various ſhapes, but generally with a large 
| veil upon her head. 


Ofiris, 


Iſis. The figure of a woman, with the 
infant Orus, upon her lap. Iſis is. figured 
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. Ofiris, one of the firſt kings of Ægypt, 
_ Iſis his wife, having civilized the rude 
inhabitants of that and other neighbouring 
countries, and obtained a great name, were 
worſhipped as deities in the earlieſt times. It 
is ſuppoſed, that Ofiris, by having a whip in 
his hand, repreſented the ſun, and celeſtial 
influences; Iſis the earth, and the ſublunary 
powers of nature; and the child Orus, na- 


tural productions. 


 Harpocrates, their ſon, is repreſented by 
the figure of a young man holding the fore- 


finger of his lett-hand on his lips, to denote 
that natural things are produced without 


noiſe, or that the gods” ought to be Wor- f 
ſhipped in ſilence. He is ſuppoſed to be the 


ſame with Orus. 


Oſiris, Iſis, and Orus, or Harpocrates, 
were the three greateſt divinities among the 
Ægyptians; but the worſhip and feaſts of 
Iſis were more frequent than thoſe of the 


others, and celebrated with the utmoſt ſo- 
lemnity. The Greeks and Romans have 
| imitated this idolatry, under the names of 
Jupiter, Serapis, or god of the heavens, and 
a the goddeſs of the earth. 


Ailurus, 


1 

eus, repreſented by the figure of a cat, 

animals which the Egyptians held in vene- 

ration, and inflited great puniſhments on 

| every one who wilfully or accidentally killed 

fs one of them; ſuppoſing, perhaſp, that they 

were animated by ee human 
ſouls. 


S's. PRODUCTIONS. 


Several Serpents, Lizards, Quadrupeds, 
Birds and 2 55 preſerved in er 
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+ of Keratophyta, Dartularis A Sea Fan, and 
52 0 a Sea Feather. 


4 he ma aun 60% all eneL/ 
Sea productions, which, 


ae ent obſervations, are now pretended 
2 belong to the animal kind. 


- 3 Miatepcit, Branchy Ons need with 
ere Holes like ſtars. ; 


| Millepora, another kind of the "IN with 
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1 
The Vertebræ, or Backbone of an an Elephant, 
petrified. 1 


In the SALOON. 


PAINTINGS. 


Fine Architecture of Columns, perſpective 
Stair-caſes, Statues, Flowers, Draperies, and 


emblematical repreſentations. 


An Olympus, ſupported by foveral At- 


[ lantes. 
T Minerva as preſident, and the other Gods, 
with their Retinues, repreſented in various 
4 attitudes. . | 

. | " | | | „ 
The Giants, or Vices, turned out of Hea- 
ven by Thunderbolts. | 


Mercury ſetting out on a Meſſage. A 
T0 Victory, and Trophy of War. 


Ceres and Neptune; Pan and Amphi- 


trite. | 
| | 8 


— 2 AE ate PAD ee. 


| Phaeton driving t 
| preceded by. Aurora, and attended "xt he 
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oon an his two Sons, with Serpents 
ng the alehves about them, as deſcribed | 
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